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Spy Games ‘ : .
Was it really a secret that Joe Wilson's wife worked for the CIA?

it's the top story in the Washington Post this morning as well asin '
many other media outlets. Who leaked the fact that the wife of
Joseph C. Wilson IV worked for the CIA?

What also might be worth asking: "Who didn't
know””

" I believe | was the first to publicly question the
credzbmty of Mr. Wilson, a retired diplomat sent to Niger to look
into reports that Saddam Hussein had attempted to purchase
yellowcake uranium for his nuclear-weapons program.

On July 8, Mr. Wilson wrote an op-ed for the New York Times in

- which he said: "l have litle choice but to conclude that some of
the intelligence related to lrag’s nuclear weapons program was
twisted to exaggerate the lraqi threat.”

On Juiy 11, Iwrote a apiece for NRO arguing that Mr. Wilson had
no basis for that conclusion — and that his political leanings and
associations (not disclosed by the Times and others journalists
interviewing him) cast serious doubt on his objectivity.

On July i4 Robert Novak wrote a colunm in fhe Post and other
newspapers naming Mr. Wilson's wife, Valerie Plame, as a ClA
operative. :

That wasn't news to me. | had been told that — but not by anyone
‘working in the White House. Rather, | learned it from someone
who formerly worked in the government and he mentioned it in an
offhand manner, leading me to infer it was something that

insiders were well aware of.

I chose not to include it {} wrote a second NRO piece on this
issue on July 18} because it didn't seem particularly relevant to
the question of whether or not Mr Wilson should be regarded as : LL001-00278
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